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4. Unless prohibited by local ordinances, state 
regulations	allow	the	burning	of	household	
refuse	on	residential	premises	by	the	
individuals residing on the premises, provided 
no nuisance or traffic hazard is created. 





must be disposed of at a licensed landfill. 
Some	Alternatives	to	Burning	
Household	and	Yard	Wastes	
•	 Reduce usage – Buy in bulk or larger 
quantities and demand less packaging on the 
products	you	buy.	
•	 Reuse	–	Find	someone	else	who	can	use	
unwanted items, have a yard sale or donate 
them to a resale organization. 
•	 Recycle – Newspaper, office paper, 
cardboard, corrugated cardboard, magazines, 
aluminum, metal and many types of plastics 
can	be	recycled.	
Be sure to keep a 10-foot area surrounding your burn barrel clear. Accumulated 
debris, such as pictured above, can be ignited, leading to a destructive fire.
Building a 




Wildfires caused by burning debris cost Nebraskans 
more	than	$1	million	each	year.	For	the	past	several	
years, debris burning has been the number one 
cause of wildfires and consistently burns more 
acres than any other human-caused fires. 



















1. Cut three notches (90° each), spaced 25 inches 







5. Lay frame upside down, place the expanded 
metal	inside	the	frame	and	weld	it	to	the	frame.	
Figure 1 shows the five steps in building the top 
screen.	
	








Very little work needs to be done on the 55-
gallon barrel. However, be careful when cutting 
the	end	from	the	barrel.	If	the	barrel	was	used	to	
store or transport flammable liquids, an explosion 











to make it more 
attractive.		
Your finished burn 
barrel should look 




prevent wildfires. It is necessary, however, to  
exercise	reasonable	care	and	good	judgment.	The	
following guidelines are still important: 
1. Never locate a burn barrel upwind from 




3. Never remove the top screen when you           
have a fire in the barrel.  Refill with trash only 
after the fire is out. 
Figure 3
